
The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (IATP) thanks the USDA for the opportunity 
to comment on this important rule to enhance transparency in poultry growing contracts. 
IATP is a 36-year-old non-profit 501(c)3 organization based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
IATP works to ensure fair and sustainable food, farm and trade systems. Since our founding, 
IATP has advocated for fair and transparent markets for farmers, workers and consumers 
that support and empower rural communities. IATP has worked on the ground with 
Minnesota rural communities, in collaboration with Midwest and national family farm 
organizations, and with farmer and civil society organizations around the world.  

IATP has long advocated for strong enforcement of the 100 year-old Packers and Stockyards 
Act, and the need for reforms to better reflect current market conditions in order to further 
establish farmers’ rights under those rules. Agriculture markets are highly concentrated, 
reducing competition in most sectors and even more so in certain geographic parts of the 
country. The poultry sector is highly concentrated (vertically and horizontally), with more 
than 50% of poultry farmers left with only one or two companies to engage with. The major 
poultry companies that dominate the sector have a record of poor corporate behavior, with 
recent admissions of price fixing, a current Justice Department investigation of sharing 
employment practices to hold down wages and numerous environmental violations. 

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/transparency-poultry-grower-contracting-and-tournaments
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