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Executive summary

1.

Agriculture both contributes to and has the potential to help resolve the multiple crises the world
faces today. As a sector that supports the livelihoods of the majority of the poor in the world,
agriculture has the potential to address not only sustainable development but also lift many
millions of people out of poverty. Affirming the inputs provided by hundreds of our ally
organizations towards the outcome document, we support the call to locate agro-ecological
practices and small farmers at the center of food production in the green economy. This would
help us pay equal attention to all three pillars of sustainable development—economic,
environmental, and social—in the context of agriculture.

Rio+20 must place realization of the right to water and the right to food at the center of national
plans to build a green economy and any future global development framework. Towards this, the
outcome document must make explicit references to these rights as it elaborates on the green
economy.

Rio+20 must address the means to reduce food price volatility, including support for measures to
prevent excessive speculation on commodity markets in agriculture and energy derivatives
contracts. Rio+ should reduce ambitious targets for biofuels in global frameworks and national
plans around the green economy.

Rio+20 must redirect investments towards the greener and more pro-poor options across key
economic sectors and the outcome document must support a green economy that works for the
poor.

Rio+20 must ensure that Precautionary Principle be applied to national and international green

economy plans.
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