	HOW MANY PALLETS ARE IN USE IN THE U.S. EACH YEAR?

	


	  

People often ask
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	PALLETS MOVE THE WORLD


Pallets move the world. Over 500 million pallets are manufactured in the U.S. every year. Over 90 percent of these pallets are made out of solid wood. Pallet manufacture is the largest use of hardwood lumber produced in the U.S. It is estimated that on any given day, 1.8 to 1.9 billion pallets are in use in the nation - storing and distributing products. The wood fiber use in wood pallets combined with the wood fiber use in corrugated containers make the combined usage for storage and distribution of consumer and industrial products in wood boxes and pallets the largest single use of wood fiber in the U.S. 
According to RPM Technologies, a leader in the pallet industry, the world pallet market is approximately $9 billion a year (80% or more than $7 billion of which is wood); and according to the American Pallet and Manufacturing Association, the annual growth rate of pallet demand in Mexico is 12% per year. 

The pallet market in the United States is extremely lucrative, taking in roughly $7 billion per year ($30 billion worldwide). To feed that consumption level, though, nearly 40 percent of all hardwood lumber goes towards wooden pallet production. That makes the pallet industry the second largest consumer of lumber, behind only the construction industry.

Pallets Move the World: Shipping pallets are used in virtually all industries where products are physically transported - automotive, chemical, consumer goods, food, paper, retail, metals and more. No matter what mode of transportation is used - trucking, freight trains, overseas ships or air carriers - pallets carry the load. In the United States alone, more than 1.9 billion shipping pallets are used each year. The vast majority of these (about 95%) are made of wood. The rest are made of plastic (2%), wood composite (2%) or cardboard/corrugated (less than 1%). It's estimated that in 1999, the North American pallet industry generated $7 billion revenues. The world pallet industry rang up $30 billion in revenues. In the United States, the industry consists of a fragmented network of about 4,000 pallet companies, most of which were privately held and serving customers within a limited geographic radius. Revenues were split between sales of new pallets and the repair of recycling of used pallets.
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