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UNCTAD XI must also propose concrete steps to address the collapse of commodity prices, which is still
one of the biggest causes of world poverty today."

"In the early 1990s fierce battles were fought behind closed doors about whether the World Trade
Organization would or would not be established as a special agency of the United Nations. It was not. The
resulting schism in global governance - with trade interests riding rough shod over crucial developmental
and environmental concerns - looks all set to widen as the U.S. and the EU seek to turn the tables
completely, demoting UNCTAD to a specialized agency of the WTO," said Ronnie Hall, of Friends of the
Earth International.

The groups also called for greater coherence between all the international institutions that developing
countries must deal with, including the World Trade Organization, World Bank, International Monetary
Fund, Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and other UN agencies.

“The international Status Quo does not allow for an international development which is compatible with
the global needs to grow, to generate wealth and to overcome poverty, “ said Iara Pietrikovsky, of the
Brazilian Network on Trade (REBRIP).

The groups called for establishing a system of global governance where the UN agencies are the focal
point and platform on which coherency would be built; the burden of compliance would be on the
Bretton-Woods institutions and WTO.

"If we are to get true development for all, we need all hands on deck; that means that all hands, all
agencies, playing their role, not the current situation where it is not just that the left hand doesn't know
what the right hand is doing but that the right is actively chopping off the left," said Mike Waghorne, of
the trade union federation Public Services International.

For more on NGO perspectives on the UNCTAD XI meeting, go to: iatp.org/unctadxi.
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