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IATP welcomes LaDonna
Redmond to lead food and
justice project

MINNEAPOLIS — The Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy announced today that
LaDonna Redmond will lead a new project focusing on health, justice and the food system.

The project will center on health disparities resulting from the food system, from the farm to
consumers—particularly as they affect low-income populations and communities of color.

“We are excited to have LaDonna lead this area of work,” said IATP President Jim Hark-
ness. “A more fair and healthy food system has to include everyone, not just those who
can afford it. LaDonna’s extensive experience working at the community and policy
level will be a tremendous asset.”

Redmond is a long-time community activist who has successfully worked to get Chicago
Public Schools to evaluate junk food, launched urban agriculture projects, started a commu-
nity grocery store and worked on federal farm policy to expand access to healthy food in
low-income communities. Redmond is a frequently invited speaker and occasional radio
host. In 2009, Redmond was one of 25 citizen and business leaders named a Responsibility
Pioneer by Time Magazine. Redmond is a former IATP Food and Society Policy Fellow.

“We have a food system that haslargely been built on the backs of people who don’t have
a lot of rights and access to our public policy infrastructure,” said Redmond. “We need
to collectively better understand the inequities in the food system and make sure we
include people who have faced these inequities in finding solutions.”

Redmond will be leading efforts at IATP to identify research gaps related to health in
the food system, and connect researchers with those facing inequities in the food chain,

including farmers, farm and food workers, and consumers.
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