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GLOBAL OUTRAGE AT FAO PLANS TO PARTNER WITH PESTICIDE INDUSTRY 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy and hundreds of civil society and Indigenous Peoples 
organizations call on the U.N. agency to renounce planned alliance with CropLife International  
 
Minneapolis—Today, 350 organizations in 63 countries representing hundreds of thousands of farmers, 
fisherfolk, agricultural workers and other communities, as well as human rights, faith-based, 
environmental and economic justice institutions, delivered a letter to United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) Director-General Qu Dongyu urging him to stop recently-announced 
plans to deepen collaboration with CropLife International by entering into a formal partnership. 
 
CropLife is a global trade association representing the interests of companies that produce and promote 
pesticides, including highly hazardous pesticides (HHPs). According to the letter, HHPs “are responsible 
for a wide range of devastating health harms to farmers, agricultural workers and rural families around 
the world,” and these chemicals have “decimated pollinator populations and are wreaking havoc on 
biodiversity and fragile ecosystems” as well. 
 
“This proposed alliance is deeply inappropriate and directly undermines FAO’s goals of supporting food 
systems that are healthy, resilient and productive while safeguarding the sustainability of the 
environment,” says Sarojeni Rengam, Director of Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Asia Pacific. “CropLife’s 
purpose, on the other hand, is to advocate for continued use of the pesticides that its members sell. 
These hazardous and antiquated chemical solutions pose deadly obstacles to the urgently needed 
transition to innovative, knowledge-intensive ecological approaches to farming.” 
 
Ms. Rengam delivered the letter today on behalf of PAN International, 10 other co-sponsoring 
organizations and networks, and hundreds of signatories.  
 
The letter highlights a recent analysis of industry records that documents that CropLife member 
companies BASF, Bayer Crop Science, Corteva Agriscience, FMC and Syngenta make more than one-third 
of their sales income from HHPs — the pesticides that are most harmful to human health and the 
environment. The proportion of HHP sales is even higher in developing countries, the letter says, where 
safety regulations are often less robust and harms to human health and the environment are greater. 
 
Shiney Varghese, senior policy analyst with IATP, notes that while FAO says it wants to minimize the 
harms of pesticides worldwide, CropLife members made more than one-third of their income from sales 
of highly hazardous pesticides in 2018. “In the context of this proposed FAO-CropLife partnership, what 
is even more important is that many of those sales were made to farmers in low- and middle-income 
countries like Brazil, India and Thailand, while only 27% were made in high income countries. It’s not 
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surprising that CropLife International would want to have a partnership, but why would FAO want to put 
these low- and middle-income countries at risk?”   
 
Marcia Ishii, senior scientist at PAN North America, explained the serious implications of the proposed 
collaboration: “FAO’s decision to initiate a formal partnership with CropLife is bad news for the millions 
of farmers whose health and livelihoods have been devastated by the highly hazardous pesticides 
manufactured by CropLife member companies. Unfortunately, since Mr. Qu’s arrival at FAO, the 
institution appears to be opening up to deeper collaboration with pesticide companies, which are likely 
to exploit such a relationship for bluewashing, influencing policy development, and enhancing access to 
global markets. It is no surprise that FAO’s recently appointed Deputy Director General, Beth Bechdol, 
comes to FAO with a history of close financial ties to Corteva (formerly Dow/DuPont), a Croplife member 
headquartered in Bechdol’s home state of Indiana, USA.”  
 
Today’s letter was co-sponsored by a broad-based group of global networks and international 
organizations: Alliance for Food Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA), Center for International Environmental Law 
(CIEL), FIAN International, Friends of the Earth International, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
(IATP), International Indian Treaty Council (IITC), International Pollutants Elimination Network (IPEN), 
International Union of Food, Agricultural, Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco and Allied Workers' 
Associations (IUF), Pesticide Action Network (PAN) International, Public Eye and Third World Network. 
 
An international group of 286 scientists and researchers have also expressed concern about the 
proposed alliance, delivering a letter to Director-General Qu Dongyu today, urging him not to pursue a 
formalization of FAO’s collaboration with CropLife. 
 
### 
Based in Minneapolis with offices in Washington, D.C., and Berlin, Germany, the Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy works locally and globally at the intersection of policy and practice to ensure fair and sustainable food, farm 

and trade systems. To learn more, visit: www.iatp.org. 
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