
April 13, 2015

Dear Member of Congress,

We write to you as representatives of family farm and other organizations concerned about the 
future of our farm and food system to urge you to reject fast track (Trade Promotion) authority 
and to instead insist on trade policies that prioritize food and farm systems that are healthy, fair 
and sustainable. 

Proponents of fast track and pending trade deals assert that they would result in increases in 
agricultural exports that would automatically translate into job creation in the farm sector. 
These projections are based on simplistic—and discredited—economic multipliers that ignore 
the increases in imports that would certainly also result from these trade deals. 

We need to start from an honest assessment of the problems confronting American farmers 
and rural communities and not pretend that expanded trade, at any cost, will solve them. These 
problems include falling crop prices, rising costs of inputs, and dramatic increases in corporate 
concentration in agriculture that make it ever more difficult for farm families to make ends meet 
and for rural communities to thrive. To cite just one example, Iowa State University estimates 
the cost of corn production in that state at $4.93 a bushel, while the price has fallen to as low 
as $3 a bushel in recent months. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 
and the Food and Agriculture Organization project continued low prices through 2023. Trade at 
such low prices may benefit agribusiness exporters, but does not serve the interests of farmers, 
workers, and rural small business and communities, either in the U.S. or abroad.

Many of the same promises of expanded trade benefiting U.S. farmers and rural communities 
were made during the debates for NAFTA, CAFTA, and the U.S.-Korean Free Trade Agreements 
have failed to materialize. Instead, rural communities have been roiled by profound economic 
instability. Large agribusiness firms, empowered by new legal provisions securing investments 
and market access have been able to take advantage of wild price swings to gain even greater 
control over production. The share of the largest four companies in beef processing, for example, 
grew from 69 percent in 1990 to 82 percent in 2011, a phenomenon that is mirrored in the pork, 
poultry, corn and soy sectors. This concentration has weakened farmers and ranchers’ ability to 
get fair prices for their production. Their operations are the economic engines of their communi-
ties, which are left sputtering, exacerbating rural poverty, food insecurity and out-migration. 

We also need to take a closer look at what is actually working in our food and farm system and 
build on those successes. All across the country, farmers and communities are coming together 
to produce, process and market healthy, locally grown foods at prices that are fair to farmers 
and consumers. National Country of Origin Labeling (COOL) and GMO labeling laws passed 
in several states advance consumers’ right to know about what is in their food and create new 
markets that benefit local farmers. 

We are deeply concerned that provisions under consideration in current trade deals could under-
mine that progress. COOL is already under attack at the WTO. GMO labeling or other efforts 
to ensure farmers producing sustainably get a fair return could also be threatened as Technical 
Barriers to Trade. Investor State Dispute Settlement would give foreign firms new rights to 
challenge local laws on land use, restrictions on toxic chemicals or even bans on practices like 
fracking that threaten our soils and water. Each of those issues has already been the subject of 
investor state cases, some of them already resulting in millions of dollars in legal fees and fines. 



2

Because of the secrecy of the negotiating process, it is impossible to know whether these and 
other policies to strengthen rural economies, including reforms that would reduce our existing 
trade deficit, are being traded away. In the end, what matters is whether trade and agriculture 
policies help us to get to a better food and agriculture system. The only way to get to that point 
is through a fair, transparent and inclusive process that takes the best from local innovations 
like farm to school programs, farmers markets, and consumer protections and builds on them 
to provide healthy foods at fair prices. Expanding export markets would not serve to strengthen 
those initiatives but would decrease the opportunities for family farmers and increase the profits 
of the agribusiness firms that already dominate too much of our agriculture and food system. 

We urge you to reject fast track and instead support a new process that is transparent and demo-
cratic. We endorse the call of more than 600 civil society groups who wrote to Sen. Wyden in 
September to lay out the elements of a different approach to trade promotion authority. They 
called for a better process to replace Fast Track that would: 

1. Be transparent, allowing for Congressional and public scrutiny of trade policy proposals 
throughout the negotiating process;

2. Allow Congress a role in selecting countries with which to negotiate trade agreements; 

3. Set mandatory negotiating objectives to ensure trade agreements deliver broad benefits; 

4. Empower Congress to certify that goals have been met before the talks are completed; and 

5. Require Congress to vote to approve a trade agreement before the President can sign it.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss these issues. 

Sincerely,

A Well-Fed World

AFGE Local 3354

Alabama State Association of Cooperatives

Alliance for Natural Health USA

American Federation OF Governemnt Employees Local 3354

Anderson Garden Chickens

Ashtabula, Geauga, Lake Counties Farmers Union (OH)

Atrisco Land Grant

BioRegional Strategies

California Dairy Campaign

California Farmers Union 

Cameo Entertainment Group

Cedar Circle Farm and Education Center

Center for Food Safety

Common Market
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Commonomics USA

Community Alliance for Global Justice

Community Farm Alliance

Community Food and Justice Coalition

Community to Community

Corporate Accountability International

Dakota Resource Council

Domestic Fair Trade Association

Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps

Earth Island

Earth Law Center

Earth Open Source 

Ecohermanas

Ecological Farming Association

Environmental Justice Committee TMC

Fair World Project

Family Farm Defenders

Farm Aid

Farm and Ranch Freedom Alliance

Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund

Food and Water Watch

Food Chain Workers Alliance

Food Democracy Now!

Food for Maine’s Future

Food Tank

Friends of the Earth

Global Alliance for the Rights of Nature

Global Exchange

GMO Free NY

GMO Free USA

Hilltop Urban Gardens

Honor the Earth

Illinois Citizens for Clean Air & Water 

Illinois Right to Know GMO
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Indigenous Environmental Network

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Institute for Food and Development Policy

Intervale Center

Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement

La Mujer Obrera

Labor Network for Sustainability

Lamoille Economic Development Corporation

Land Loss Prevention Project

Land Stewardship Project

MA Right To Know GMOs

Mercola.com

Minnesota Farmers Union

Missouri Rural Crisis Center (MO)

National Family Farm Coalition

National Farmers Union

National Young Farmers Coalition

New England Farmers Union

New Mexico Acequia Association

NH Right to Know GMO

Northeast Organic Farming Association of Vermont

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group (NESAWG)

Northern Plains Resource Council

Northwest Farm Bill Action Group

Ohio Ecological Food and Farm Association

Ohio Farmers Union

Oregon Rural Action

Organic Consumers Association

Organization for Competitive Markets

Pesticide Action Network North America

PLANT (Partners for the Land & Agricultural Needs of Traditional Peoples

PLBA Housing Development Corporation

Progressive Agriculture Organization (PA)
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R-CALF USA

Real Food Challenge

Renewing the Countryside

RRBG Farm LLC

Rural Advancement Foundation Interational 

Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural

Rural Vermont

San Diego Hunger Coalition

San Diego Roots Sustainable Food Project

SEEDS-HIPSLP

Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter

Sierra Club NYC Group

Slow Food USA

Socially Responsible Agriculture Project

SumOfUs

Sustainable Economies Law Center

Sustainable Farming Association

Sustainable Living Systems

Texas Mexico border coalition

The Bioscience Resource Project

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund

Warehouse Worker Resource Center

Washington Biotechnology Action Council

Western Organization of Resource Councils (WORC)


