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       Doctors and governments officials are in a race to save one of our                                            

modern “miracle cures”, antibiotics that are essential for treating serious 

food poisoning and other infections. Unfortunately, Bayer Corporation, 

maker of Bayer Aspirin and Flintstones vitamins, is erecting hurdles in the 

path of this public health effort.    
 

Fluoroquinolones are among the most recently developed antibiotics. Since 1986, doctors 

have relied on them to treat a variety of serious bacterial infections, such as severe foodborne 

gastrointestinal illness caused by Campylobacter bacteria. Campylobacter causes around 2 

million cases of foodborne disease a year, which can be marked by vomiting, diarrhea, 

abdominal pain and cramping, and fever. About 100 deaths a year are attribute these 

Campylobacter infections. Doctors prize fluoroquinolone antibiotics for their ease of use, 

their relative lack of side effects, and their effectiveness against a broad range of bugs. Their 

broad effectiveness puts fluoroquinolones atop a physician’s list of “last ditch” antibiotics for 

use against infection caused by bacteria found resistant to many other antibiotics, such as 

penicillins or tetracyclines. 

 

But an array of physicians and government scientists, as well as the American Medical 

Association and the American Public Health Association, now worry that the effectiveness of 

this miracle cure in treating people is threatened. Since 1995, fluoroquinolones have also been 

used in poultry production via medicated water given to whole flocks of birds when just a few 

are found sick. These kind of conditions are ideal for bacteria to develop resistance to 

fluoroquinolones. And that’s exactly what has happened.     

 

On October 31, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) became worried enough to propose 

banning the continued use of fluoroquinolones in poultry. FDA cited recent scientific 

evidence that among Campylobacter bacteria isolated from people in 1999, at least  17.6 

percent were found resistant to  fluoroquinolones, up dramatically from 13.6 percent 

resistance in 1998, and from what’s thought to have been near zero resistance before 1995. In 

a landmark 1999 study in the New England Journal of Medicine, scientists at the Minnesota 

Department of Health concluded “the use of fluoroquinolones in poultry,  which began in the 

United Sates in 1995, has created a reservoir of resistant [Campylobacter].”     
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     More recently FDA scientists, in their assessment of the problem, strongly stated: “the use 

of fluoroquinolones in poultry is a significant cause……of fluoroquinolones -resistant 

Campylobacter infections in humans.” FDA further concluded that in 1999 more than 11,000 

people had suffered from Campylobacter infections resistant to fluoroquinolones directly as 

a result of their use in poultry, and probably suffered “prolonged illness and complication” 

as a result. 

     Immediately after FDA’s proposed ban Abbott  Laboratories, which makes a fluoroquinolone 

called SaraFlox, decided voluntarily withdraw it from the poultry market. Bayer, which 

manufacturers the only remaining poultry fluoroquinolone, called Baytril, did not. Rather 

than withdraw its product, Bayer asked FDA on November 30 to schedule a formal hearing, 

a process that could prolong use of Baytril in poultry for months or even years.  

     Bayer’s decision bucks the advice of more than 180 physicians and health professionals, as 

well as the nation’s leading health authorities including the American Medical Association, 

the American Public Health Association and the American College of Preventive Medicine. 

These individuals and organizations recently wrote Bayer’s CEO asking that act 

responsibility and withdraw Baytril voluntarily. 

     Every day that Bayer delays puts human lives at risk, even as it boosts Bayer’s profits. It’s 

as if Bayer decided to replace its slogan, “Expertise with Responsibility” with “Profit above 

Responsibility”. Do the right thing Bayer. Let the physicians, not poultry, have their miracle 

cure. 

 

       

      


