
Minneapolis Public Schools
Andrea Northup

Farm to School Coordinator



34,400 students
• 66% eligible for Free or Reduced price meals
• 36% African American, 33% White/Caucasian, 19% 

Hispanic/Latino, 8% Asian American, 5% American Indian

40,000 meals served daily 
• 12,000 breakfasts
• 24,000 lunches
• 4,500 snacks

61 sites
• 18 with kitchens 
• 43 without 
• 48 salad bars



Farm to School

Small, sustainable farmers 
within 100 mile radius

Contracts with 8 farmers 
for 7 produce items

Special purchases

Local

Larger farmers and 
manufacturers within 
200 mile radius

Through regular 
vendors or direct from 

manufacturers

Produce, meat, bread 
products, grains











Chat with vendors!



Farm Aggregator 

(in some cases)

Russ 
Davis

Nutrition 
Center or 

School



Entrees 

Roasted side

Entree

Cold side

Bean salad

Steamed 
hot side

Entrée recipe

Salad component

Salad bar vegetable

Condiment

Salad bar 
fruit





Direct substitution

New item

Slightly different product

Different process

Didn’t work!

Too expensive! 

Whole, not processed



Cucumbers & Green Peppers 

Gardens of Eagan, Northfield, MN



Carrots & Red Potatoes 

Hmong American Farmers Association, Hastings, MN



Yukon Gold Potatoes

Fairview Farm, Altura, MN



Butternut Squash

L&R Poultry & Produce, Kenyon, MN



Cabbage & Kale

Seed to Seed Farm, Clear Lake, WI



Delicata Squash

Whetstone Farm, Windom, MN



Turkey
Ferndale Market, Cannon Falls, MN













Thank you!
Andrea Northup

Farm to School Coordinator

Minneapolis Public Schools

andrea.northup@mpls.k12.mn.us

612-668-2854


