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Dear Mr. Ritchie,  

I am writing to let you know about legislation I have introduced to help prevent the emergence of antibiotic-
resistant infections, and to ask the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy to endorse it. 
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President 
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     2105 First Ave. S. 

     Minneapolis MN 55404 
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Several essential antibiotics that are used in humans to treat infectious diseases are also used in animal feed in 

subtherapeutic amounts to make animals gain weight more rapidly. Mounting scientific evidence shows that this 

practice fosters the emergence of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. Infections caused in humans by these bacteria can then 

be hard to treat. Changes in animal husbandry -- such as reducing density, and other measures that improve animal 

welfare and environmental protection -- can compensate for the reduction or elimination of subtherapeutic antibiotic 

use. 

H.R. 3266, the Preservation of Essential Antibiotics for Human Diseases Act, would apply to human-use 

antibiotics, and to drugs that are chemically related to human-use antibiotics that are also used subtherapeutically in 

animals. Animal drug manufacturers would have two years in which to submit data to the Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) demonstrating that there is a reasonable certainty of no harm to human health due to the 

development of antibiotic resistance. If the manufacturer could not provide sufficient evidence, approval of the drug 

would be denied or (for drugs that have already been approved) withdrawn. A copy of H.R. 3266 and a bill summary 

are enclosed. 

Since you signed a March 9, 1999 letter urging the Food and Drug Administration to take swift action to limit 

the subtherapeutic use of antibiotics in agriculture, it is my hope that the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy can 

also endorse H.R. 3266. To obtain more information, please contact Lara Levison in my office at 202-225-3401. 

Thank you for considering this request. 

Sincerely, 

 

SHERROD BROWN 

Member of Congress 
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