SOUTHEAST ASIA REGIONAL INITIATIVES
FOR COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Current Trends & Issues
Affecting Farmers’ Rights
to Seeds




Farmers’ seed systems under threat

 Farmers are the stewards of seed
diversity since the dawn of
agriculture

* up to 80% of seeds are supplied by the
farmers’ seed systems

* The global recognition remains in the
articles of treaties and declaration S—
* The implementation remains a challenge gr
* Issues on access and benefit sharing |
* Digital Sequence Information

* Corporate capture
* Technological
* Market
e Laws and legislations

* IPR
* Seed certification & marketing laws

* Alarming rate of PGR diversity loss
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The leading seed companies are also the leading §€mé..§i££
agrochemical companies
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HEMCHINA + SINOCHEN (CHINR) 0
PRO FORMA (SYNGENTR GROUP) $ 15,336

BAYER (GERMANY) $ 9,976
BASF (GERMANY) $ 7,030
CORTEVR (USA) $ 6461
UPL (INDIR) $ 4,900

BRAYER (GERMANY) $ 10,286
CORTEVA AGRISCIENCE (USA) $ 7,756
CHEMCHINA/ SYNGENTAR (CHINR) $ 3,193
BASF (GERMANY) $ 1,705
GROUPE LIMAGRAIN/ VILMORIN & CiE (FRANCE) § 1,684
KWS (GERMANY) $ 1494
DLF SEEDS (DENMARK) $ 1,153
SRKATA SEEDS (JAPAN) $ 648
KANEKO SEEDS (JAPAN) $ 570

FHC (USA) $ 4,642
SUMITOMO CHEMICALS (JRPAN) $ 4,010
NUFARM (AUSTRALIA) $ 3491
JIANGSU YANGNON CHEMICAL Co., LTD. (CHINR) § 1413
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SHANDONG WEIFANG RAINBOW CHEMICALS $ 1048
Co.,LTD. (CHINR) i

LEADING COMPANIES BY AGROCHEMICAL SALES, 2020 LEADING COMPANIES BY SEEDS & TRAIT SALES, 2020



Transnational companies are continually
consolidating the market

Seed Industry Structure
1996—2022

Seed Companies
Chemical Companies
Other Companies

Full Ownership
4 2 Phil Howard, Michigan State University & Amos Stromberg, Lund University a =
@ size proportional to global seed market share https-#philhoward.net - Partial Ownership



Conclusion

gaeleeda‘ggwaa\l?tpcg??intr;apr;(i)g:“;:rir?{e‘?s?);gg?jnge' & We need to incorporate rights-based approach in
system P y the seed conservation and sustainable use
. : . e Agrochemical cor?orations, food processing

* This dynamic system is the reason why we companies, and all other corporations engaged
still have seed diversity in food production should be guided by the

° TO protect SUCh diversity’ we need to Un|tEd Natior']S GU|d|ng PrinCipleS on BUSiness
protect the farmers’ seed systems and Human Rights.

e Current seed policies imported from * Breeders, including farmer breeders need to be
developed countries do not fit this dynamic rovided with incentives that do not restrict
systems armer’s access to seeds

* Policy making must be grounded on realities * With all the challenges that farmers are facing
and recognition of the two distinct seed now, the only way they can continue sustaining

genetic diversity is when their rights are
systems protected and upheld




Thank you!
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“The more a seed
system recognizes and
supports farmers as
stewards of a seed
system for all of
humankind, the more
this system fulfils
people’s human rights.”

Michael Fakhri

UN Special Rapporteur
on the right to food



