	
	Government Policies on Genetically Engineered Foods 

American Consumers Want to Know: In a survey published in Time magazine, 81 percent of American surveyed wanted GE foods to be labeled.
- Time Magazine, "Brave New Farm," January 11, 1999.
Together, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (USDA) share the responsibility of ensuring that genetically engineered foods are safe for consumers and safe for the environment. Unfortunately, these agencies have built a structure of weak policies and non-regulation of this ever-growing industry, paving the way for the biotech industry to take the lead. Federal agencies are not leading efforts for the safety and regulation of GE foods, but rather following blindly behind the lead of industry. Although two-thirds of all processed food in the United States contains genetically engineered ingredients, there are no regulatory laws for mandatory pre-market testing or labeling.

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

The primary function of the FDA with respect to genetically engineered crops is to ensure their safety for food and animal feed. 

Instead of pursuing rigorous standards for testing GE foods, the FDA requires "consulting" sessions with GE crop manufacturers but does not require pre-market safety testing of genetically engineered materials as it does with other common food additives.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

EPA revolves around its authority to regulate pesticides. Since 1996, EPA's approval of pesticides in food are supposed to meet a strong public health standard, i.e. a "reasonable certainty of no-harm" to infants and children. Risk assessments often appear stuck in an outdated paradigm that determined some level of "acceptable" risk.

In addition, EPA generally relies on research provided and conducted by the applicant company as opposed to requiring independent scientific research, compromising its objectivity. 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

The USDA is responsible for determining whether GE crops are considered plant pests. In order to make these determinations, the USDA issues permits to biotechnology companies to field test their GE crops. Leaving the responsibility of field testing in the hands of industry is insufficient and risky.


