Kraft Foods to be target of US protests starting Oct 5

October 02, 2002

  WASHINGTON (AFX-GEM) - US activists are planning nationwide protests against Kraft Foods Inc beginning Oct 5 in a bid to get the largest US food company to agree to drop genetically engineered (GE) ingredients from its products.

   Groups including the Organic Consumers Association and the GE Food Alert coalition said they have planned demonstrations outside supermarkets in some 30 US cities for Oct 5-12.

   A major rally was being planned for Oct 8 outside Kraft's Chicago headquarters, GE Food Alert spokesperson Lisa Archer told AFX Global Ethics Monitor.

   "This is not a boycott campaign," said Archer, who also is grassroots coordinator with the Safer Foods, Safer Farms campaign at Friends of the Earth in Washington.

   Rather, activists hope to mobilize consumers to contact Kraft and urge the company to drop GE ingredients.

   Similar pressure from consumers in Europe moved the company last year to declare it would shun GE ingredients in products marketed there.

   "We want the company to see there's similar pressure here," said Archer.

   Kraft spokespersons were not immediately available for comment.

   The company's products, including Taco Bell taco shells, Oreo cookies and Stovetop stuffing, are said to be found in 99 pct of US households.

   Those products could "contain untested and unlabeled genetically engineered ingredients that may put Kraft's customers at risk," GE Food Alert said on its Web site. It cited recent controversy

surrounding the appearance of GE corn in taco shells as evidence.
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