
Jack Greenberg
President and CEO
McDonald's USA
McDonald's Plaza
Oak Brook, IL 60523

[An identical letter was sent to Wendy's and Popeyes]

February 10, 2002

Dear Mr. Greenberg:

We write to applaud the news, as reported in today’s New York Times, that McDonald’s
no longer buys chickens that have been treated with fluoroquinolone antibiotics. Thank
you for taking this important step to provide your customers with food raised in a way
that helps keep these critical antibiotics working for people who need them.  By limiting
use of these antibiotics, your actions will help curb the spread of antibiotic resistance
and thereby protect public health.

As you may know, the American Medical Association, American Public Health
Association, and more than 150 other health organizations and individual health
professionals have expressed concern about use of these antibiotics in poultry, in light
of growing evidence that such use promotes development of resistance to antibiotics in
certain bacteria that cause human illness. In addition, the Food and Drug
Administration has proposed to ban use of fluoroquinolones in poultry.   We hope other

restaurants will follow your lead by requiring the companies that supply their poultry products to forgo use of
fluoroquinolones.

Inappropriate use of fluoroquinolones in poultry is one part of a larger problem – the overuse of antibiotics in
both human medicine and animal agriculture.  While fluoroquinolone antibiotics in poultry are legally restricted
to use in sick animals, an estimated 70% of the total quantity of antibiotics used in the US are fed to healthy
farm animals.  Overuse of antibiotics spurs bacteria to develop antibiotic resistance, making it harder and
harder to treat bacterial illnesses. Everyone is at risk, but children, the elderly, and people with weakened
immune systems are especially vulnerable.

McDonald’s action is recognition that simple, concrete steps can be taken to limit antibiotic use, thus curbing
the spread of antibiotic resistance and protecting public health.  Thank you again for being a true leader in
helping to keep antibiotics working for people who need them.

We look forward to working with you to explore other ways to reduce antibiotic use in poultry and livestock
production.  Please feel free to contact Karen Florini at 202-387-3500 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,



Michael Jacobson
Executive Director
Center for Science in the Public Interest

Fred Krupp
Executive Director
Environmental Defense

Richard Wood
Executive Director
Food Animal Concerns Trust

Alice Slater
President
Global Resource Action Center for the Environment

Paul G. Irwin
President and CEO
Humane Society of the United States

Mark Ritchie
President
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy

Brother David Andrews
Executive Director
National Catholic Rural Life Conference

John Adams
Executive Director
Natural Resources Defense Council

Ruth Swanson
Acting Chief Executive Officer
Physicians for Social Responsibility

Carl Pope
Executive Director
Sierra Club

Howard Ris
President
Union of Concerned Scientists


